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attended these courses whilst millions of others attended practical
courses for improving their skill.
How all this progress and that made in the course of the Second
Five-Year Plan has influenced the life of the peasant and his family,
we shall deal with in later chapters.
The progress made in other departments of the national economy
and in the life of the people during the First Five-Year Plan was
no less striking.
Transport was, and to a large extent still is perhaps, the weakest
link in the chain of the national economy of the U.S.S.R. This,
however, was, and is not, due to any neglect in the development
of transport, but mainly to the enormous demands made on the
transport system by the exceptionally high rate of development
of industry and agriculture.
In 1928, the length of railway lines in operation was already
76,837 kilometres as compared with 58,549 kilometres in 1913.
By the end of 1932 the length had increased to 83,300 kilometres;
but in accordance with the original Five-Year Plan the length
should have been 94,000 kilometres by October i, 1933. The freight
carried, calculated in ton kilometres, was 65,700,000,000 in 1913;
93,400,000,000 in 1928; and 169,300,000,000 in 1932. The figure
for 1932-33 in the Five-Year Plan was 162,700,000,000 ton
kilometres.
In general, the development of the railways proceeded, in accord-
ance with the planned development of the national economy,
particularly rapidly in the hitherto backward areas. Of the 14,000
kilometres of new lines the construction of which started during
the Five-Year Plan, and of the 6,400 completed and set into
operation by the end of 1932, about 80 per cent were in the Eastern
areas of the U.S.S.R. The most important of the new railways
constructed in the course of the Five-Year Plan was the Turk-Sib
Railway which linked up Central Asia and Siberia and created
vast possibilities for the development of the productive forces of
CHidying districts which formerly had practically no means of
communication with industrial centres.
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